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HASS Skills in EandB - Years 5 and 6 

In the Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) syllabus the skills in all years (from pre-Primary 

to Year 10) are organised into four types: 

 Questioning and Researching 

 Analysing 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating and Reflecting 

The Western Australian Curriculum has: 

 a common set of skills for all HASS subjects (unlike the Australian Curriculum which has 

slight differences between subjects) 

 the HASS Skills in bands across two years (unlike the Australian Curriculum which has 

minor differences between adjacent academic years). 

The HASS subjects each place different emphasis on each of the four skills. This reflects the 

individual characteristics of the disciplines that underpin the subjects. 

The Years 5 and 6 HASS Skills are provided below with those that we consider are 

emphasised in Economics and Business highlighted. Those not highlighted are emphasised in 

one or more of the other HASS subjects (i.e. Civics and Citizenship, Geography, History). 

Questioning and Researching 

 Identify current understandings, consider possible misconceptions and identify personal 

views on a topic (e.g. KWL chart, concept map) 

 Locate and collect information and/or data from a range of appropriate primary sources 

and secondary sources (e.g. museums, media, library catalogues, interviews, internet) 

 Record selected information and/or data using a variety of methods (e.g. use graphic 

organisers, paraphrase, summarise) 

 Use ethical protocols when gathering information and/or data (e.g. acknowledge the 

work of others, reference work appropriately, obtain permission to use photographs and 

interviews) 

Analysing 

 Use criteria to determine the relevancy of information (e.g. consider accuracy, reliability, 

publication date, usefulness to the question) 

 Interpret information and/or data collected (e.g. sequence events in chronological order, 

identify cause and effect, make connections with prior knowledge) 

 Identify different points of view/perspectives in information and/or data (e.g. analyse 

language, identify motives) 

 Translate collected information and/or data to a variety of different formats (e.g. create a 

timeline, draw maps, convert a table of statistics into a graph) 
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Evaluating 

 Draw and justify conclusions, and give explanations, based on the information and/or data in 

texts, tables, graphs and maps (e.g. identify patterns, infer relationships) 

 Use decision-making processes (e.g. share opinions and personal perspectives, consider different 

points of view, identify issues, develop possible solutions, plan for action, identify advantages 

and disadvantages of different options) 

Communicating and Reflecting 

 Present findings, conclusions and/or arguments, appropriate to audience and purpose, in a 

range of communication forms (e.g. written, oral, visual, digital, tabular, graphic, maps) and 

using subject-specific terminology and concepts 

 Develop a variety of texts, including narratives, descriptions, biographies and persuasive texts, 

based on information collected from source materials 

 Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and act on findings in different ways (e.g. 

suggest additional questions to be investigated, propose a course of action on an issue that is 

significant to them) 

Source: School Curriculum and Assessment Authority > K-10 Outline at 
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